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The Secret of ‘Hanzaki *

Do you know ‘Hanzaki” ? It is a species of animal habitat designated for special
protection, “Osanshouo: an English name Japanese Giant Salamander, ‘Hanzaki’” . A
scientific name is Andrias japonicas. They are called ‘Hanzaki’ , and are familiar to local
people in this region. It is said that ‘Hanzaki’ was named from life force which if they
are torn in half, they are still alive.

1. The whole of Hanzaki

Salamanders are enormous amphibia
which inhabit a limpid stream of a
mountainous region centering on the
Chugoku and Kinki regions, and they
are known as the largest amphibia all
over the world.

In addition, they have appearance
reminds us ancient enormous amphibia
(about 350 million years ago), and
they are resemble fossil of 23 million
years ago closely, so they are called a
living fossil.

Salamanders, the species itself was designated as a national species of animal habitat
designated for special protection in Showa 27 years (1952), it also is protected by laws
such as the Cultural Properties Protection Law, because they are of high academic
value, and they are leading a Japanese living. Throughout north area of Maniwa city
is designated national habitat designation as especially valuable habitat, not only
Salamanders, but also about the habitat is protected.

In the world, there are ‘Chinese Giant Salamander’ in China, and ‘American
Salamander’ in America, as a member of the same species.

2. Are they fish?

Even though they are named fish, they are not fish. It belongs to the same category
of amphibia such as frogs and nents. Salamanders breath by lungs, raising its nose
out of the water when they grow up, the same as tadpoles breathing by gills and frogs
breathing by lungs.

3. The feature of body
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The body length: It is about 150 centimeters.

The body: Salamanders have powerful muscles, and
when they start to move, we can’ t stop them.

The wart: There are many warts on the head and body
side.

The mouth: They have big mouth and they swallow fish
and other food with water and also catch them instantly.

The teeth: They cut a lot of small and sharp teeth on its
upper and lower jaws. There is another row of plate-like and sharp teeth at the back of
the upper jaw. There is a tradition that ‘If Salamanders bite you, you won’ t let it go
until it thunders, and from the tradition, they seems to have a strong chewing power.’

The eyes: They have small eyes 1 to 2 millimeters in diameter. They have black eyes
in the white of the eyes and the eyes also stand out clearly even though the eyes are
small.

The limb: They have four forefeet and five hind legs, the same as a frog.

4. What is living fossils?

The right-hand picture shows Salamanders found at German town of Eningen, near
the border of Swizerland 23 million years ago. The born structure is similar to what it
is present. The human beings evolved
to person apart from the ancestor
of monkeys about six million years
ago, however, Salamanders are living
stopped evolving and have lived for 23
million years, they also are called ‘living
fossils” . In the history of the earth, it
can be said that Salamanders are human
senior by many years.

5. Where do Salamanders inhabit?

Salamanders live in clean river of the
mountainous region centering on the Chugoku
region from Gifu and parts west to Oita. The
elevation of the habitat is 200-600 meters, and
they don’ t live places too high. Maniwa city,
Okayama prefecture is just located the central
part of Salamander’ s distribution area, also a
lot of Salamanders inhabit especially in Yubara
and Hiruzen of 300-600 meters altitude. It is



sure that they are satisfied with a limpid stream of Asahi river system.

Salamanders are resident of Satoyama, they also are called ‘The King of Satoyama’
and ‘The treasure of Satoyama’ at the some area having respect for them, because
their area of life are the same to human’ s correspond to human’ s.

6. What the behaviorand ecology of salamanders are

@ A schedule of a day

Salamanders are nocturnal in their habits.
They hide their burrow and under stones of
their riverside when night comes, they come
out in the river. They lie in wait in the river,
then they open mouth and swallow fish and
Japanese river crab the moment their bait pass
by the side of their mouthes. They go back to
their burrow and Ambush in river at night rest
at down.

@ A schedule of a year

One year of salamanders follow centering on
breeding. The big male called ‘Nushi’ take into
the spawning hole at the beginning of August,
and they wait for the female to come. A female
comes at the beginning of September and the
spawning starts. At this time, few males also
wait around there, when a female enters a
burrow, other males enter, ‘Nushi’ and female
and other males lay eggs turning like getting
tangled. They lay out 300 to 800 pieces at a
time.

Salamanders but Nushi break up after laying
eggs, and go back to each habitat hole. Only
Nushi stay laying eggs hole and guard eggs,
and bring up a child until larva are scattered.
When the larva are scattered in January to
February,Nushi go back to own habital hole.

In the human society, although parenting of
man is problem, male of salamanders have a
23 million years tradition of ‘ikumen’ - men who help their wives with child-rearing
and other domestic duties.

They build up their reserves of strength for March to July. Salamanders aren’ t in
hibernation, but they are active in winter.
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® A schedule of a life

The larvaes which went out of the
burrow was protected by male, grow up
about 20 centimeters in about 5 years,
and the gills disappear, they start to breath
by lungs, then they grow up an adult-
shaped juvenile. This is transformation
of salamanders. They grow up about

3 years old, 15 centimeters total length

40 centimeters in about 20 years, then they attain maturity and become adult
salamanders. The span of life is not well known, but it seems that the adult wild

salamanders grow up only 1 centimeter and under in one year, it seems that the wild
salamanders of 70 centimeters is over 50 years old.

7. The citizens who protect the salamanders

@ Worship ‘Hanzaki Daimyojin’

Sakuyo magazine compiled in Genroku 4
years (1691) citation

“There is the rapids of crown (Ryuzu) in
Asahi river, Giant Salamanders attacked and
ate people. One day, a strange light was
emitted from a deel pool, when a man looked
carefully, there was a Giant Salamander.
When a lively youth in the village, Mitsui-
Hikoshiro, tied his body with a rope, and
went into the water with a sword, he was
swallowed by ‘Giant Salamander’ . When

Hanzaki Daimyojin

Hikoshiro splited open a salamander by cutting through the belly, he was rescued
by village people. Then, they pulled up ‘Giant Salamander’ , and it was 3 jo and half
(about 10 meters) long, and 1 jo 3 shaku (about 5 meters) around. This night, when

he heard a knock on the Mitsui house’ s
gate and a tearful voice, he went out the
door, however, no one was there. And
soon afterward, Mitsui family continued to
be unhappy, and everyone had died. The
village people feared the curse of ‘Giant
Salamander’ , and they built a shrine of
requiem in the precincts of a genius loci,
and this is regarded as a shrine dedicated to
the son of the god of the main shrine.” This
is called the present ‘Hanzaki Daimyojin’ .

Hanzaki Nebuta



‘Hanzaki festival’ is held by this origin, it is novel festival and said ‘a festival marked
by some unusual or bizarre ritual in Okayama’ .

@ Hanzaki festival

‘Hanzaki festival’ is held with great splendor at Yubara hot spring area on August 8th
every year. Starting with the two ‘Hanzaki floats’, the party of Dochu-Odori and ‘Hanzaki
Nebuta’ parade through the hot spring area. In the festival square, the mood warms up
by all people’ s dancing and the stage of famous singers. Fireworks are displayed, and
the are is crowded with many participants.

® Maniwa City Giant Salamander conservation center (Hanzaki center)

Hanzaki center has been familiar for a long

time as a facility can observe salamanders,
a species of animal habitat designated for
special protection, at close and face of lifelong
education in Yubara and sightseeing by many
people inside and outside of the city since
the establishment in Showa 46 years (1971),
however, it renewed the equipments and
restarted in Heisei 29 years (2017). The main
improvements are as follows.

- A diorama is provided in the water tunk, and breeding and
observation can be performed in a state closer to the natural
environment.

- The history of Giant Salamander study and the relation with
local residents are explained in detail.

- The equipment of images and sounds are equipped, and
we can use there as the place of natural environment learning,
etc.

- It became incorporating barrier-free design.

(Established more a slope in an entrance, and multipurpose toilets)

Admission free, and the opening hours are 9:00 to 17:00.

Author (Japanese): MIFUNE Masayuki, Translator (English): KIHARA Kana
Special thanks: Mr. SEJIMA Noboru

Miss. KODANI Ayako

Data provided: Maniwa City Giant

Salamander conservation center
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